SATISFACTION AND DISSATISFACTION

It is most often, perhaps, later than seven, but it is almost
always seen by nine. The boy of this age adores Indians
and pirates, he is a keen Wolf Cub and, later, Boy Scout.
The Boy Scout Movement, indeed, seems almost to make
concrete the set of instincts of which I am speaking. They
seem to mark the change from infancy to boyhood. The
gang spirit passes over into the team spirit which makes the
playing of team games, like football, a potent appeal at
about twelve.

Whether with girls there is anything similar to this it is
difficult to say. But from the success of the Girl Guide
Movement it seems probable that there is.

It would undoubtedly be a very great aid to the teacher
if other activities could be assigned even approximate dates
of appearance, but in truth this is a very difficult task.
And in so far as it can be attempted, one feels strongly that
in many cases it is the ripening of intelligence rather than
the ripening of instincts which is the reason of the order of
appearance of these activities. Babbling precedes scribbling,
drawing precedes writing; playing with scooters, skating
on roller-skates, riding a bicycle, riding a motor-bicycle,
come in that order, perhaps (but not always); collecting
things does seem to set in at about eight to ten; a hMng for
historical stories is certainly earlier than a liking for mathe-
matics, even for mathematics of simple puzzles forming
playthings ; and so on. How much of this is really due
to the ripening of instincts and how much to the fashion of
the suburb or school in which the child finds himself, it is
difficult to say, nor does it really matter a great deal to the
teacher. What does matter is that the teacher should
carefully observe what things in point of fact do most
interest her class, and each one of her class, at the present
moment, and should modify what she requires of them
accordingly, using these things as incentives, and teaching
those matters which best fit in with the present desires and
interests of the pupil. For these interests will in any case
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